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university. For instance, the average age for students  pi0,v0 3.4; Credit Student Gender

attending an Towa public university was slightly over 21
years-old (Iowa State Board of Regents, 2009).

Although community colleges serve an older
population, most are traditional-age students who are
under 25 years-old. The median student age was 21
years-old, which means half of the student population
were under that age. Seventy-one percent of community
college students were under 25 years-old (Figure 3-5).

Community colleges have become increasingly
diverse. In 2006, 10 percent of students were racial or
ethnic minonties. This proportion grew to 12 percent in
2009 and 14 percent in 2010.

In 2010, the Iowa Department of Education changed
its reporting methods for race. Students were allowed
to identify themselves under multiple racial or ethnic
categories. Eight-hundred thirty-five students, or 0.6
percent, claimed themselves as multi-racial.

Figure 3-5: Credit Student Age: 2010
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Source: Towa Department of Education, Division of Commmumity
Colleges and Workforce Preparation, Community College MIS, see
Table 3-18.
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